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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Response to Amendment 



Claim 1-13 and 26-30 are allowed. 

The prior art of record fails to teach the collective features of the invention as it does not 
teach the control means is allowed to select one of the first sequence and the second 
sequence when abort is predicted by said prediction means and to perform the second 
sequence when abort is not predicted by said prediction means and wherein the 
controller causes said certification unit to perform the certification process when at least 
one of the first sequence and second sequence is performed in the first status and 
causes the image processing apparatus to allow the execution of the second sequence 
with out the performing of the certification process by said certification unit in the second 
status. 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 



A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 



2. Claims 14-25 and 31-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ortiz 
(U.S. patent 5,095,369) 

Regarding claim 14-15,25,31 ,32 and 35 Ortiz et al disclose: An image 
processing apparatus comprising: a storage unit (please note Fig.2 item 56 column 4 
lines 66-68 and column 5 lines 1-2) adapted to store a plurality of job data including a 
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first job data and a second job data input after the first job data (please note Fig. 8 items 
155 and 165 where jobs first and second are located column 6 lines 40-43) a print unit 
(please note Fig. 2 item 8 column 5 lines 36-40) adapted to print job data stored in said 
storage unit (please note column 5 lines 36-55) a selector (please note Fig.1 item 66 the 
mouse which is being used to select the particular job or options, column 5 lines 20-31) 
adapted to select one of a first sequence for causing said print unit to start a print 
operation of the second job data before a print operation of the first job data is finished 
and second sequence for causing said print unit to start the print operation of the 
second job data after the print operation of the first job data is finished (please note 
column 9 lines 25-44 and also note column 1 lines 27-30) a controller (please note Fig. 2 
item 7) adapted to cause the image processing apparatus to perform the sequence 
selected by said selector of the first sequence and the second sequence when status of 
the image processing apparatus is a status in which said print unit can not finish the 
print operation of the first job data and to perform the second sequence of the first 
sequence and the second sequence when status of the image processing apparatus is 
a status in which said print unit can finish the print operation of the first job data (please 
note column 11 lines 16-67 and column 12 lines 1-5). 

Regarding claim 16 Ortiz e al disclose: The method according to claim 15, 
wherein the image processing apparatus can print via said storage unit at least one of a 
job data output from a scanning unit and a job data output from a computer (please note 
Fig. 2 item 6 the scanner which transmit the job to the printer 8 through the controller 7 f 
column 3 lines 49-59). 
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Regarding claim 17 Ortiz et al disclose: The method according to claim 15, 
wherein the image processing apparatus has a plurality of functions including copy 
function for causing said print unit to print via said storage unit a job data output from a 
scanning unit and a print function for causing said print unit to print via said storage unit 
a job data output from a computer (please note column 3 lines 49-67 and column 4 lines 
1-17). 

Regarding claim 18 Ortiz et al disclose: The method according to claim 15, 
wherein the control step causes the image processing apparatus to perform the 
sequence selected by the instruction of the first sequence and the second sequence at 
least one of a case where said print unit can not finish the print operation of the first job 
data because of a status of the image processing apparatus related to a sheet used in 
the print operation of the first job data and a case where said print unit can not finish 
the print operation of the first job data because of a status of the image processing 
t apparatus related to a stack unit stacking the sheets on which the first job data is 
printed and a case where said print unit can not finish the print operation of the first job 
data because of a status of the image processing apparatus related to a stapling 
process to the sheets on which the first job data is printed (please note column 1 1 lines 
16-67 and column 12 lines 1-5). 

Regarding claim 19 Ortiz et al disclose: The method according to claim 15, 
wherein the image processing apparatus can print via said storage unit, at least one of a 
job data output from a scanning unit and a job data output from a computer and in said 
input step the instruction is input via an operating unit of the image processing 
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apparatus (please note Fig.2 item 6 the scanner which transmit the job to the printer 8 
through the controller 7, column 3 lines 49-59). 

Regarding claim 20 Ortiz et al disclose: The method according to claim 15, 
wherein the image processing apparatus can print, via said storage unit, at least one of 
a job data output from a Scanning unit and a job data output from a computer, and in 
said input step the instruction is input via an operating unit of the computer (please note 
column 3 lines 49-67 and column 4 lines 1-17). 

Regarding claim 21 Ortiz et al disclose; The method according to claim 15, 
wherein the image processing apparatus can print via said storage unit at least one of a 
job data output from a scanning unit and a job data output from a computer and in said 
control step it is noted to an operator by an operation unit in either the image processing 
unit or the computer that the first job data is not able to be completely printed (please 
note column 8 lines 43-61). 

Regarding claim 22 Ortiz et al disclose: The method according to claim 15, 
wherein the control step causes said print unit to start the print operation of the second 
job data and causes said print unit to stop the print operation of the first job data in the 
first sequence (please note column 1 1 lines 16-64). 

Regarding claim 23 Ortiz et al disclose: The method according to claim 15, 
wherein the control step causes said print unit to start the printing operation of the first 
job data in the second sequence when the status of the image processing apparatus is 
not required for finishing a printing process of the first job data even if a problem which 
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interrupts the printing operation of the first data occurs in the image processing 
apparatus (please note column 12 lines 6-9). 

Regarding claim 24 Ortiz et al disclose: The method according to claim 15, 
wherein said control step causes said storage unit to store the first job data which is not 
finished to print because of performing the first sequence and wherein an erasing 
process for erasing the first job data stored in said storage unit and an printing process 
for printing the first job data stored in said storage unit are able to be selectively 
performed based on an instruction from an operating unit after finishing the printing 
operation of the second job data (please note column 1 1 lines 37-62). 

Regarding claim 33 Ortiz et al disclose: The method according to claim 32, 
wherein the image processing apparatus can print, via said storage unit at least one of a 
job data output from a scanning unit and a job data output from a computer 
wherein the control step causes the image processing apparatus to perform one 
of the first sequence and the second sequence based on a selection instruction input 
via at least one of an operation unit of the image processing apparatus and an operation 
unit of the image processing apparatus and an operation unit of the computer when 
status of the image processing apparatus is a status in which said print unit can not 
finish the print operation of the first job data and a plurality of job data to be printed are 
stored in said storage unit (please note column 11 lines 16-67 and column 12 lines 1-5). 

Regarding claim 34 Ortiz et al disclose: The method according to claim 32, 
wherein the control step causes said print unit to start the printing operation of the first 
job data when a plurality of job data to be printed are not stored in said storage unit, 
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even if a problem which interrupts the printing operation of the first data occurs in the 
image processing apparatus (please note column 12 lines 6-9). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claim 36 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Suzuki et al (U.S. 
patent 6,234,597) 

Regarding claim 36 Suzuki et al disclose: An image processing apparatus 
comprising: detection means for detecting the state of resources to be used for printing 
(please note column 7 lines 56-58 where the limited amount of ink remains for printing is 
detected) prediction means for predicting whether or not the printing of the image data 
is interrupted in accordance with an image data to be printed and the state of the 
resources detected by said detection means (please note column 7 lines 59-64 where 
the prediction is made to stop the printing due to the shortage of ink) and 
output control means for suspending a start of printing the image data and for 
storing the image data if the interruption is predicted by said prediction means (please 
note column 8 lines 16-20). 
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Conclusion 



5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 



> Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Saeid Ebrahimi-Dehkordy whose telephone number 
is (703) 306-3487 . 

The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kimberly Williams, can be reached at (703) 305-4863. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Contact Information 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
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Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306, or (703) 308-9052 (for formal communications; please 
mark 

"EXPEDITED PROCEDURE") 

Or: 

(703) 306-5406 (for informal or draff communications, please label 

"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 
Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group Receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4750. 



Saeid Ebrahimi-Dehkordy 
Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 2626 



